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The Honorable Pete Sessions
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sessions:

Thank you for your letter of November 4, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy, regarding your concerns that the proposed standards for 2014 - 2016 under the
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program fall short of the statutory targets. The Administrator has asked
me to respond to you on her behalf.

Under the Clean Air Act, as amended by the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, the EPA is
required to set annual standards for the RFS program each year. The statute requires the EPA to
establish annual percentage standards for cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced biofuel, and
total renewable fuels that apply to gasoline and diesel produced or imported in a given year.

In our June 10, 2015, proposal we made a preliminary determination that the market would experience
significant uncertainty if the EPA were to ignore the constraints on supply and set the standards at the
statutory targets, as we expect that there would be widespread shortfalls in supply under those
circumstances. The proposal sought to balance two dynamics: Congress’s clear intent to increase
renewable fuels over time to address climate change and increase energy security, and real-world
circumstances that have slowed progress towards such goals. In order to provide the certainty that
investors and others in the market need, we proposed using the tools Congress provided to make
adjustments to the law’s volume targets. Though we proposed using the authority provided by Congress,
we nevertheless proposed standards for cellulosic biofuel, advanced biofuel, and total renewable fuel
that would result in ambitious, achievable growth in biofuels.

We held a public hearing on the proposal on June 235, 2015, in Kansas City, Kansas, where over 200
people provided testimony. Further, we received over 670,000 comments from the public comment
period, which closed on July 27, 2015. We are taking those comments, as well as the thoughts you
provided in your letter, under consideration as we prepare the final rulemaking which we intend to
finalize by November 30, 2015.
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may
contact Patricia Haman in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806.

Sincerely,

N\ Sl

Janet G. McCabe
Acting Assistant Administrator






